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INTRODUCTION

The word ‘soil’ might speak quietly of secure mass and compression and resource for
framing human territory, but this contemporary soil seethes with a myriad of seeded
viscera, miniscule fragments gathering and efflorescing, redolent with chorusing oceans of
growth to come. The soil covers, and retreats. Soil consumes space, erasing and consuming
daily circumstance within its unspeakably silent, primal fertility. The ambivalence latent
within soil makes it a monstrous doppelganger for architecture.

Radiant Soil forms interlinking clouds of industrial design biomimetic components of

polymer, metal and glass, arranged in suspended filter layers contain a near-living car-
bon-capture metabolism. Frond-clusters fitted with shape-memory alloy mechanisms react
to viewers as they approach, flexing and setting off bursts of light that stimulate the proto-
cells and trigger chains of motion that ripple throughout the environment. Scent-emitting
glands attract viewers and encourage interaction with the system, providing stimulus that
increases air circulation and protocell formation.
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